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both parties are British subjects, or, if one only is a British
subject, that the other is not a citizen of that country. If such
other party is a citizen of the foreign country, the marriage
officer must satisfy himself that there are not sufficient local
facilities for celebrating the marriage, or, if the citizen is the
woman, that the national authorities will not object to the mar-
riage. Again, where the woman about to be married is a British
subject and the man an alien, the marriage officer, before allow-
ing the ceremony, must satisfy himself:
 (a)	that the marriage will be recognized by the law of the foreign
country to which the man belongs; or
 (b)	that some other and additional marriage ceremony, recognized by
the law of the country to which the man belongs, has taken place or
is about to take place between the parties; or
 (c)	that the leave of the Secretary of State has been obtained.
Naval,     A common view held at the beginning of the nineteenth
m^*2J century was that the British army serving abroad carried
force mar- English law with it and that a member of the forces might
.  ri!g" marry without complying with the local forms.1 Doubts con-
solemmzed	.«'         .	.. ,.     r Jr     ° .	,	.
abroad earning the validity of such marriages having arisen, a statute
was passed in 1823 which provided that 'marriages solemnized
within the British lines' should be deemed to be as valid in
law as if solemnized within His Majesty's dominions with a
due observance of all forms required by law.2 This statute was
repealed but substantially re-enacted by the Foreign Marriage
Act of 1892, which in section 22 validated marriages solem-
nized within the lines by a person 'officiating under the orders
of the commanding officer of a British army serving abroad'.
This section caused difficulty in two respects.3 First, it was
doubtful whether marriages were valid that had in fact been
frequently solemnized on land by persons officiating under the
orders or naval and air force officers. Secondly, the exact
meaning of the expression 'British lines' was far from clear.
Would it include, for instance, an area remote from the main
body of the army in which a small body of troops was stationed ?
The section, therefore, has now been replaced by the Act of
*947-
The first difficulty has been removed by the enactment that,
as respects marriages solemnized before   i  January   1948,
1	R. v. Brampton (1808), i East 282; RuJingv. Smith (1821), 2 Hag. Con.
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2	4 Geo. 4, c. 91,5. i.
3	25 B.T.B.LL. 390.

